Amphibia and Reptilia collections at the Zoological Museum, University of Istanbul (ZMUI) were studied and revised. The samples were collected from 1921 until today. The localities of most species are found in the different regions of Turkey. The collection have 75 species of which 21 species are amphibians and 54 species are reptiles. With this study a zoological collection belong to ZMUI was given for the first time. 
INTRODUCTION
The Zoological museum collection is quite important for taxonomists. Because Istanbul University is the oldest university of Turkey, it became the host for first studies in the field of zoology, collections of the Zoological Museum of Istanbul University are the oldest ones in Turkey. These collections are valuable for reflecting the history of zoology in Turkey. The Zoology museum was first established to support education in the field of zoology. Between the years 1934 and 1949, as a result of the thorough taxonomic studies of Prof. Dr. Curt Kosswig a German scientist who has been working at the Zoology Institute (a name, used during that period) and his students, collections have been enriched and also the zoology museum has reached an international standard. Besides the material that has been collected for scientific studies, there are also specimens which have been obtained from abroad or sent abroad and which don't belong to Turkish fauna. There are samples in the herpetological collection which date back to the years . While the list of herpetological collection was being prepared, the listing of all the samples that are found at our museum was compiled by studying the samples whose taxonomic status hasn't yet been determined. This Herpetological collection is being reported from Turkey for the first time within this study. Until now, only the list of fish collections which belong to Istanbul University Hydrobiology Museum (IUSHM) has been published in our country [1] . In other counrties, some of the museums were published their herpetological collection [2, 3, 4, 5, 6] . Our purpose on publishing the herpetological collection list is to inform domestic and foreign scientist whose studies require the samples we have. Various publications have been published about the herpetofauna in our country. In 1944 an article on Turkey's herpetofaunal studies entitiled "Introduction into the knowledge of the Amphibia and Reptilia of Turkey" was published by Bodenheimer [7] and followed by other publications about the herpetofauna of Anatolia and Thracea follows by Mertens [8] , Baran and Atatür [9] . Although there are several publications on the herpetofauna of Turkey, majority of these papers lack the information about the collections or the samples' status of preservation. Because of that reason any study aimed to compare specimens with these previous studies fails to find comparison material easily.
The History of İstanbul University Zoology Museum
The Zoology museum's history dates back to the 1920s when education began in the field of zoology. At this time, most of the zoological materials were collected to support education. The Zoology Museum and the Institute of Zoology continued to develop in 1933 after the establishment of the republic in Turkey following the new regulations regarding universities and the politics of education. Andre Naville (1933 -1937) and Prof. Dr. Curt Kosswig (1937 -1947 were directors of Zoology Institute. At that time the academic staff and the collection of zoology museum were improved. In 1957 the upper floors of the building where the zoology museum was located, were destroyed due to the government decision, after that the collections of the zoology museum were stored in Muratpaşa Madrasah until a new biology building was completed. Most of the materials were damaged during the move. Despite the completion of a new building in 1973, the zoology museum was only able to be opened between 1985 -1989 . Some samples were used in our exhibition part of the museum but with no information about where and when they were found. Also in this section some invertebrates and birds which were kept at Yıldız Palace during the time of Sultan Abdülhamit are on display. Nowadays the museum can be found on the upper floor of the biology department in Beyazıt, Istanbul [10] .
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Amphibian and reptile collections were examined in the Zoology Museum of Istanbul University (ZMUI). Materials were nominated with the classification of Başoğlu and Baran [11] , Özeti and Yılmaz [12] , Baran and Atatür [9] , Sindaco [13] , Sindaco et al. [14] . Localities and dates of each samples were noted using the original labels. These samples were subjected to redescription and revision. After they were studied, each species was transfered to new jars. 70 % ethyl alcohol or 10 % formalin was used for renewing chemicals in jars. Keeping the original label, a new label which is resistant to alcohol and formaldehyde was also prepared. A new museum number was given to each species, followed by the abbreviation of class name, year of study and numbers of each jar, although museum numbers were given formerly for some of the materials in the section of exhibition.
RESULTS
The Zoology Museum of Istanbul University (ZMUI) has the oldest materials collected most of them from Turkey. In this study, a total of 75 species of which 21 of them are Amphibia and 54 are Reptilia species are listed. Fourty -three of them having locality and date information are listed in (Table 1) . Photos of some Amphibia and Reptilia species are given in Figure 1 ., Figure 2 . and Figure 3 . Samples that localities and dates are unknown are not listed in Table 1 . These species include: Eirenis modestus (MARTIN, 1838), Zamenis situla (LINNAEUS, 1758), Elaphe sauromates (PALLAS, 1811), Coronella austriaca LAURENTI, 1768 which were determined and published by Bodenheimer [7] . Mediodactylus heterocercus mardinensis (MERTENS, 1924) 
DISCUSSION
ZMUI herpetological collection contains 40 % of total known Amphibia species and 33 % of total known Reptilia species as regards the total herpetofauna of Turkey. The oldest sample of Turkey is a snake (Malpolon monspessulanus (HERMANN, 1804) ) which was collected from Istanbul in 1921 by Prof. Dr. Raymond Hovasse. The most important sample in the collection is Sphenodon punctatus, which is the only survivor of a group of reptiles that died out along with the dinosaurs and native to New Zealand [15] . With this study, Parvilacerta parva (BOULENGER, 1887) (18.07.1985, Kırklareli, Turkey) recorded from province Kırklareli for the first time. There is no record from Kırklareli in Thrace region up the now. However, this species was recorded in province Tekirdağ (Thrace Region) previously [16] .
CONCLUSION
Istanbul University Zoology Museum is the oldest zoology museum in Turkey, therefore it has the oldest and valuable collections. Most of the species in the museum were collected in Anatolia by the scientists and colleagues. Distribution of Parvilacerta parva specimen is known mainly central and eastern Anatolia [17] . This study shows that the species, which was previously recorded by Venchi ve Bologna (1996) in only Tekirdağ, have distribution in Kırklareli in Thrace. However, the species is not recorded in Thrace in recent studies. This study is significant in that it provides the distribution data of amphibia and reptiles in Turkey from 1921 to nowadays. Also, it has constituted the basic data that enables the comparison of differences in species distribution in time.
